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On the Echo Classifiers of Nouns in Tibeto-Burman Languages

[ Abstract] FEcho classifiers are the key elements in the study of classifiers,

DAI Qing-xia JIANG Ying
(College of Minority Languages and Literature Central University for Nationalities, Beijing 100081)

K 7%

and their features can be

summarized as the following three points: Firstly, they are generable. Secondly, their syntax function is greater

than their semantic function. Thirdly, they function as the intemediary between the preceding and the following

elements. Echo classifiers tend to shift from “phonetic & semantic” pattern to “semantic &syntax” pattern in the

development.

[ Key words] Tibeto-Burman languages; echo classifiers of nouns; @unt-noun classifiers; lexicalization
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