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Oral History, Pictorial History and China Memory Resources Construction

Quan Genxian

Abstract: By means of audio, video, cinema, television, multimedia, Internet and other modern technologies,
oral -and pictorial historiographies extend the scope of traditional historiography and makes the history tangible to
the public. The China Memory Project takes major Chinese contemporary historical events and important figures
as special subjects to construct new literature resources. Through acquiring and consolidating oral and pictorial
history materials, the resources construction aims to protect the national memory and intangible culture herit-
age, realizing the purpose of “Save history for country, Write biography for people”. Compared with the tradi-
tional literature or ordinary digital literature, the literature sources and collecting, document processing and re-
leasing of China Memory are in different ways. The resource acquisition includes the following steps: planning
topics, drafting outlines, contacting objects, organizing teams, preparing equipment, consulting experts, on —
site interview, oral presentations processing, video and audio data editing, and so on. Among these steps,
planning topics, drafting outlines and paper processing are especially important. 9 refs.

Keywords; Oral Historiography; Pictorial Historiography; China Memory; Resources Construction; National
Memory ; Intangible Cultural Heritage
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