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Hangzhou Under the Pen of European Tourists

in the Yuan Dynasty and Its Influence
—— The first impression of Hangzhou in the eyes of westerners
XU Hai-song, ZHAN G Ling-rong

(History Department, Hang zhou Teachers College, Hangzhou 310012, China)

Abstract Marco Polo, Odoric and Giovanni are the three European tourists who first came to Hangzhou and
introduced the city to Europeans In their memoirs of travel they described all the aspects of Hangzhou city before the
middle period of the 14th century, and this is the first impression about Hangzhou made by westerners. In the Ming and
Qing Dynasties the reports of the city by Europeans are a continuation of the Maco Pole epoch. The delineation of
Hang zhou done by tourists in the Yuan Dynasty initiated a more objective and comprebensive description of Hangzhou by

Europeans in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
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