SNAPSHOTS

-

—

2>y

A photo of Master Guo Moruo

1892 11 16

110

1925

29



- A

2012

nhom

“ 1961

1925 2 18 3 10
42

Guo Moruo and Yu Dafu (right)

219980015 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved.

http://www.cnki.net



SNAPSHOTS

Xu Zhimo

1923 5 6

1932

1927

31



2012

Guo Moruo and

Hangzhou

By Guo Hanghui

This year marks the 110th anniversary of the birthday of Guo
Moruo (1892-1978). Though a native of Sichuan Province in south-
western China, Guo Moruo had close relationships with men of
letters born in Zhejiang. Lu Xun, Yu Dafu, Xu Zhimo were all liter-
ary figures of national renown in the first half of the 20th-century
China. There are stories to tell about Guo, his friendships and feuds
with these fellow men of letters, and about the West Lake.

Love Poems

On the evening of the 14th of the first lunar month of 1925,
Guo Moruo, living in Shanghai at that time, received a letter from
Sanxikou, Xindeng, Zhejiang Province. Xindeng is a small rural
town near Hangzhou. Guo did not recognize the name of the sender,
but the letter touched his heart. The writer invited him to view plum
blossoms on the West Lake and proposed to meet the poet and

have a talk. From the information in the letter, Guo Moruo deduced
(probably mistakenly) that it was written by a Miss Yu.

At that time, Guo Moruo was down and out with his career and
life. This letter jolted his heart. With the support of his wife, he
decided to come to Hangzhou and meet with Miss Yu. The girl did
not show up, but Guo Moruo was utterly excited with the burning
romance in his heart. He wrote poems. From February 18 to March
10, 1925, he wrote 42 poems about the girl in his burning imagina-
tion.

Friendship with Yu Dafu

In May 1921, Guo Moruo in Kyoto, Japan hit upon an idea of
publishing a literary magazine. He tried the idea out with a few
friends in Kyoto, but received lukewarm responses. Dissatisfied, he
came to see Yu Dafu in Tokyo. Yu Dafu responded enthusiastically
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Lu Xun

though at that time he was seriously ill. On the afternoon of June 8,
1921, Guo Moruo and a few friends came to visit Yu Dafu. At the
meeting, they discussed issues of the future literary periodical. The
Creation Society came into being. Though the periodical did not re-
ceive very warm responses from readers, it turned a new page in the
history of the 20th-century China’s literature.

Fall-out with Xu Zhimo and Zhou Brothers

Xu Zhimo, a native of Haining, a town very close to Hangzhou,
called himself a semi-native of Hangzhou. His poems about the
West Lake reveal his romantic temperament. Some people reason
that Xu Zhimo and Guo Moruo, both romantic poets with so many
things in common, should have gone well along with each other.
Instead, a feud existed between the two. Xu Zhimo started the feud
by publishing a sharp criticism, in May 1923, on bad poetry citing
a line of Guo Moruo as a perfect example. A mutual friend wrote
a letter accusing Xu of giving such ruthless criticism. Nobody
knows for sure how Guo Moruo felt about the criticism, but Guo re-
sponded indirectly years later when he commented in an essay that
Wen Yiduo accomplished more than Xu Zhimo in poetry. Though
Xu Zhimo later wrote an open letter seeking to make up with Guo
Moruo, and though their paths crossed in life again, the two never
made up.

Zhou Zuoren

After the Nanchang Uprising failed in 1927, Guo Moruo contact-
ed Lu Xun (born as Zhou Shuren) in a bid to restart his literary ca-
reer. They intended to start a literary weekly. While the new weekly
was still on the design board, a group of young radical intellectuals
studying in Japan strongly opposed Lu Xun, thinking his ideas were
outmoded. Affected by the enthusiastic opposition, Guo Moruo
thought they were right. The cooperation went nowhere. Years later,
Guo Moruo and Lu Xun were involved in a public debate about
revolutionary literature, each embracing a different set of ideas
about literature.

Guo Moruo had a cold relationship with Zhou Zuoren, Lu Xun’s
younger brother. The two did not have much in common in liter-
ary ideas and personality. In the spring of 1932, Guo Moruo sent
an essay to a literary monthly. As the essay was long, the editor
decided to publish it in three installments. After Guo received the
first monthly, he wrote to the editor requesting to withdraw the es-
say. The editor had the foggiest idea why. After examining the issue
carefully, the editor came to the tentative conclusion that Guo was
unhappy because his essay followed an essay by Zhou Zuoren. Guo
Moro later explained politely in a letter that he felt uneasy about
having his essay sitting side by side with the iconic essayist he ad-
mired. Some experts believe that he actually did not think Zhou Zu-
oren was a good enough writer to deserve sitting side by side with
him. 3
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