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(12) Present Values as the Starting Point in Reconstructing Literary Tradition
Yao Wenfang - 158 °

The present is commonly understood as the extension of the past. However, in the sense
that the present casts light on the past, the past may also be a product of the present. The
present defines the past in reverse. This is systematically elaborated in a modern sense in the
principles of modern hermeneutics, which confirm the legitimacy and necessity of interpretation
for historical objects present-day participation. The interpreter s present-day participation in
literary tradition leads to various operational models in the reconstruction of literary tradition.
Such reconstruction is often driven by present needs, has practical functions, and starts from
present values. This is generalized and confirmed in the value connection principle.  which has

widespread significance in contemporary literary studies.

(13) Reform of the Written Language in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Flourishing of
Literature Fu Daobin ~° 171 °

Written language is conscious decoration and refinement of vernacular language, and thus
the question of written language is a central one for literature. The written language of the pre-
Qin period experienced a stylistic revolution in the Spring and Autumn period. Compared with
the old style used in the Shang and Zhou dynasties, the new written language of the Spring and
Autumn period showed more freedom in expression and wider use of rhetorical devices. It was
mote lively and vivid, featuring more variations, combining pian wen (parallel prose) and san
wen (free prose), and making regular use of auxiliary words. The perfecting of the new style of
written language made possible new developments and a new spirit in Chinese literature. With
the development of various styles, literary creation entered a golden age in which fine writing
became fashionable. This period saw the formation of a stratum of literati and the systematic
development of literary theories. The evolution of written language and the flourishing of
literature in the Spring and A utumn period marked the beginning of comprehensive maturity and

consciousness in Chinese literary history .

(14) Banner People in Hangzhou and Their Neighbors : A Case Study of Ethnic Relations in a Qing
Dynasty City Wang Liping - 188 °

This article aims to discuss ethnic relations and ethnic identity from the local perspective.
Through extensive use of local sources, it examines the relationship between the Hangzhou
Banner Garrison and local Han people in different periods of the Qing dynasty. It points out that
the identity of banner people in Hangzhou changed from conquerors in the early Qing, to
residents in the mid-Qing, and to targets of anti-M anchu revolution in the late Qing. From the
18th century to the 19th century, banner people were increasingly localized and grew to identify
with Hangzhou city. This article argues that the late Qing anti-M anchu revolution did not result
from continuous Manchu-Han conflict ; instead, it was due to the Han elite s frustration with
Qing failure in fending off foreign threats. With the surge of Han nationalism, anti-M anchu
revolutionaries identified banner people with the Qing dynasty. The provincial banner community
found itself facing a crisis of both ethnic and local identity.
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