2012 3 Mar. 2012
28 2 Tangdu Journal Vol.28 No.2

( 710062)

; (129

:K234. 1 A
21001 - 0300(2012)02 - 0005 - 10

On Water Transportation in the
Guanzhong Plain in the Western Han Dynasty

LI Ling - fu
( Research Institute of Northwest Historical Environment and Economic and Social Development

Shaanxi Normal University Xi’ an 710062 China)

Abstract: In order to improve the economic strength in the capital city in the Guanzhong Area the West—
ern Han government highlighted the construction of grain transport facilities. First the portage between
the two natural rivers the Weihe River and Qianhe River was regulated next in 129BC a 300 -1i ca—
nal was dug along the southern bank of the Weihe River which was a great success. Soon afterwards
Baoxiedao Canal was also excavated but it was a pity that it never opened to traffic due to some natural
factors. Along the northern bank of the Weihe River the man — made canal between the Luohe River and
the Weihe River was dug which connected the transport between the capital city Chang” an and Chengyi
Warehouse and had an important role. The water transport of the man — made canal and the natural rivers
and grain transport reached its climax in the ancient history in the Guanzhong Area in the Western Han
Dynasty.
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