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The study on Chang’an City’s population geography of the Han Dynasty:
Taking the population in A. D. 2 for example
HUANG Yong-mei' XU Wei-min’

(1. College of History Northwest University Xi“an 710069 China;

2. College of Cultural Heritage Northwest University Xi‘an 710069 China)
Abstract: Aim Studying Changan City’s population in A. D. 2 according to the population composition is to offer
reference for the studies on capital or urban population. Methods Historical geography archaeological materials
and logical reasoning. Results Because the zone setting of Lvli in Chang’an City was limited and the census reg—
ister system was strict in the Han Dynasty the record in Han Shu not only contained the household register popula—
tion it had contained all the people who registered. The number of Chang’an City’s population in A. D.2 is be-
tween 240 thousand to 270 thousand by a base conjecture upon every population composition in Chang’an City. It is
not more than 300 thousand if the people that were not in the register were included. Conclusion Between 240
thousand to 270 thousand Chang“an City’s population in A. D.2 demonstrates that the record about the population
in Han Shu is basically reliable so there is a negative attitude to the guess of 400 thousand or 500 thousand of
Chang’an city’s population.
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