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The Sumerian’s View of the Nether World in the Ancient Mesopotamia

Chen Yanli and Wu Yuhong

Keywords : the Sumerian;the Nether World;thanatopsis;the gods of the Nether World;

Abstract; The Sumerian thought that people must be die and would continue to live in the Nether World as a soul. The
Sumerian’s image of the Nether World have two inconsistent views,one view regards the Nether World as a gloomy,
desolation and insubstantial place, this view reflects the Sumerian’s simple and materialistic thanatopsis; the second
view regards the Nether World as a place where is exactly parallel to the real world, where souls have the same life that
they had when they were live, this view of Nether World reflects the Sumerian’s idea of the afterlife. The Sumerian
thought the Nether World was ruled by gods. The gods of the Nether World all have title and responsibility, they
formed a set of administrative system of the the Nether World.Some traditional gods of the Nether World also have the
nature of the agricultural gods,this phenomenon shows that the Sumerian may symbolized the changing process of life

by the growth, prosperous and falling of plants.



