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Introduction on the Origin and Evolution of Cities and Towns in Anhui Province in Pre Qin Period
ZHU Hua — dong
( History Department Anhui University Hefei 230039 China)

Abstract: In Anhui’ s primitive period the distribution of settlements was not equal in south and north area. The settle—
ments were built according to local conditions with different types and sizes. Some of them had developed to a political and reli—
gion center. During the Xia — Shang — Zhou periods the distribution of settlements followed the characters of early time and still
lacked towns. After the Spring and Antumn period a peak season of towns’ building appeared and make a function distinction
among them. Two characters can be concluded from the developing process of Anhui’s cities: diachronic and periodic.
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