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BiE 5E. MFE. AFE. BRIENME. BP0, XAMES N AIUL K
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. ERENMEBLMES . POEINSAER SEREN “E68” 0 AR 8F5
o MEGHWEEES, WERINEEES. 2T “&F87 WHEREES, RITA N
R ks- BB Em-, HIERRERE:

*smh %iE ¥ —» *sh-—» *sh- Hi&

*sm—ﬁi%u

*f_ 'fiﬂ%‘iﬁ
j \‘*hw ot
*mh-3%8 ¥ *ph- —p *ph- %%
SR
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Abstract
The Lei & initial is unique in terms of sound correspondences among the Miao-Yao languages
and dialects. Based on the modern reflexes of the reconstructed Lei initial, this paper, along with the
traditional view, divides the Miao-Yao languages, altogether six of them, into two sub-branches.
However, distinct from the traditional view, it argues that the Miao sub-branch consists of only one
language, whereas the Yao sub-branch includes five languages. By virtue of the comparison of the
related languages, this initial is more reasonably reconstructed as *sm- instead of *phs-.
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