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A Study of Core Personal Pronouns in Li Language

YANG Yiqi
( School of Liberal Arts Hainan Normal University Haikou 571158 China)

Abstract: In Li language there are two first-person pronouns—hou'and de' which are different in their dis—
tribution and in their respective variants with hou' being widely distributed and having two variants—hau'and
kau' and de' being accidentally found in individual dialects and possessing only one—tai51. The second—-person
pronoun is generally pronounced as mewr' and there are different levels of phonetic changes in a few dialects. Li
language used to have no distinction between singularity and plurality in its firs-person pronouns but some phonetic
differentiation has ensued due to the opposition between singularity and plurality. In some Li dialects the plural
form of the first-person pronouns is realized through the composition of synonymous roots with the root de' displa—
ying the trend of grammaticalization. Moreover this paper has also expounded on core personal pronouns in Li lan—
guage by making a comparative study of external and internal factors in the Tong Tai language family so as to reveal
the etymology relationship.

Key words: core words; pronoun; cognate words; Li language. ; the Tong Tai language family
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