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Study of Discipline Diversity in the Field of Chinese Humanities and
Social Sciences

MA Fei—cheng, CHEN Bai—tong

(Center for the Studies of Information Resources of Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Based on 1998-2011 journal citation data collected from CSSCI, this paper analyzes interdisci-
plinarity of Chinese Humanities and Social Sciences from the perspective of discipline diversity. Diversity
represents the degree of interdisciplinarity, which is the integration of intensity, breadth and balance prop-
erties in both citing and cited directions. Brillouin’ s Index is used as the indicator of diversity measure.
This paper provides a research perspective to study the holistic properties of Chinese Humanities and So-
cial Sciences. The results show that Brillouin’s Index is a proper indicator reflecting discipline diversity.
For citing diversity values, the highest is ethnology, and the lowest is linguistics. For cited diversity val-
ues, the highest is politics, and the lowest is physical education. 23 disciplines of Chinese Humanities and
Social Sciences can be divided into six diversity levels according to the synthesized diversity, among
which library and information science is at the low level. The statistics of citing and cited rate confirms
that the results are reliable. In addition, considering the low level of diversity in the field of library and in-
formation science, suggestions for future improving are also proposed.

Key words: humanities and social sciences; interdisciplinarity; diversity; brillouin’s index; CSSCI
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