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On the Three Characters of Literary Criticism:

An Inquiry into Objectivity , Tendentiousness
and Multidimensionality of Literary Criticism

Ding Guoqi

Abstract ;. The paper carries out a detailed analysis and interpretation on the three characters of

literary criticism including objectivity, tendentiousness and multidimensionality. Objectivity requires

a scientific and rational attitude towards literary criticism, which is determined by the law of literary

creation and literary activities. The existence of tendentiousness is the result of both individual differ-

ences and the diversity of sublimated personal emotion and cognition of critics, namely, position,

values, world view and conception of history. Multidimensionality which means that research and

commentary on a work can be expanded from different perspectives is of great theoretical significance

in increasing the artistic and ideological value of a work. Knowledge and understanding of the three

characters of literary criticism will reverse people’ s vague understanding and many misconceptions of

literary criticism in the past and promote the healthy development of literary criticism.

Key words: the three characters of literary criticism; objectivity ; tendentiousness; multidimen-

sionality
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