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On the Russian Formalists’ Theory of Parody

CHENG Jun
(School of Literature and Art,Anhui University of
Finance & Economics ,Bengbu 233000,Anhui ,China)

Abstract: Among the theorists of the Russian Formalism, Shklovsky, Tomashevsky and Tynyanov sep-
arately made deep study of “parody” and advanced original views.In Shklovskys view, parody is a de-
vice for alienation,creating new forms from an old or dead form by laying bare its techniques; Toma-
shevsky echoed, developed and perfected Shklovsky’'s fundamental views of parody; Tynyanov de-
scribed parody as a form of dual planes. The theory of parody of the three theorists progressed by echo-
ing, illuminating, influencing each other. In spite of many defects,the Russian Formalists research on
parody remained original and profoundly influenced the progress of theory of parody in the 20th centu-
ry.
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