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Abstract: The theory of “allegorical sense” raised by mediaeval poet Dante has con-—
firmed his natural relationship with the Symbolism. Dante’s image has changed a lot from
the initial humanism writer to the mentor of Symbolism in the process of translation and in—
terpretation by Russian symbolists. The present paper is intended to interpret the influence
of Dante on representatives of Russian symbolists in terms of two main aspects: the image
of eternal feminine and the theme of poet-prophet. The paper holds that the relationship be—
tween Beatrice and eternal feminine can be considered as inner spirit and soul of Dante’s
works and the relationship between Dante and poet-prophet can be seen as external charac—
teristics of his works. The analysis of the two interpretations will help reveal how the Rus—
sian symbolists view the intrinsic link between themselves and the world their works and
the reader and how their views influence their acceptance of the classics.
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