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Abstract: Zeng Jize the embassy to France in later Qing Dynasty left a diary of his sta—
ying in France of over five years. Though it mainly recorded everyday trifles of routine life
and work a vivid image of France will come into being if analyzed from its vocabulary
which is one of the basic elements of images. The vocabulary can be studied for historical
theoretical and spiritual probes. The paper is to choose two words from the diary to make
etymological semantic and translational studies to reveal how the Chinese diplomat of later
Qing Dynasty described France constructed the image of France while exhibiting the mod-
ernization of Chinese traditional ideas and language around the two words.
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