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An Anthropological Study on “She” Culture Based on

“Place” and “Locality”
YOU Ming-hui

Pk R K

( Anthropology Institute, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361000; Yulin Normal College, Yulin, Guangxi 537000)

[Abstract ] In traditional Chinese culture, “She” culture refers to the land, the God of land and a

series of derived cultural behaviors. “She” culture establishes the cognitive system of universe, world, nature

and man. It contributes to the mutual integration among universe, society and individual. “She” culture forms

localized knowledge system and the sense of place for specific groups through such series of public symbols as

land, surnames, temples, ancestral temple as well as sacrificing activities based on such symbols. Meanwhile,

it embodies multiple connotations and values of cognitive “place” and humanistic “place”, promoting

understanding rather than action.

[Key words] ‘She” culture; place; locality
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