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A Review on Wang Can’s On Title System
——With Reference to Abolition of Military Merit Title System

Zhu Shaohou
{ School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan 475001)

Abstract : This article appraises favorablyWang Can’s On Title System for its profound knowledge of the rank-by-rank
military title system when it was prevalent, and for its deep understanding of the saying that *“alien minister” was likewise a
title in the days of Shang Yang’s Reforms. It maintains that the new 6-rank title system in Cao Cao’s system reform in the
20th year of Jian' an { AD 215) was virtually a formal abolishment of the old 20-rank military title system. The article points
out three reasons for the abolishment of the old system: First, the system gradually lost its progressiveness and degenerated in-
to a hereditary system. Second, the system devalued and became an empty honorary title with nothing to do with benefits and
rewards. Third, without a sound economic base, the system was merely an empty shell not necessary to exist any longer.
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