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Li Wentian and the Learning of History and Geography
on Northwest in Late Qing Dynasty

Wang Chuan & Xie Guosheng

Abstract There is a strong color of ‘statecraft’ in Chinese modern historiography. The research
of the history and geography of northwestern area is one of the outstanding highlights. Li Wentian ( 1834
—1895) as an important scholar studying the northwest history and geography has completed many
famous works in late Qing Dynasty such as YUANMISHIZHU SHUANGXIZUIYINJIJIAN and
SHUOFANGBEISHENGZA]JI. Li was famous for his first annotation of the YUANCHAOMISHI. He also
had close contact with other contemporary historical and geographical scholars. His achievement in the
history and geography of northwestern area was a comprehensive study and a thorough master of both the
ideological trend of ‘statecraft’ in late Qing Dynasty and the studying method in the times of Qianlong
and Jiaqing and was the logic development of academic of Qing Dynasty. With the trend of the eastward
transmission of western sciences and academic transformation the history and geography of northwestern
area represented by Li Wentian came to an end with the development of departmental system leaving rich
legacy to modern scholars of history and geography.

Key words Li Wentian YUANCHAOMISHI late Qing Dynasty  history and geography of

northwestern area
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