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Capital Surroundings: Study on Emperor Kangxi’s Inspection Tour to Jidian

Chang Jianhua

Abstract: In the Veritable Records of Kangxi Period Kangxi first gone on an inspection tour to Jidian
in 1684 which sign was that the Kangxi accompanied by the prince. In the book the inspection tour to Jifu
have27 records and the inspection to Jidian have 19 records. 1684 was the first jiazi year after the unify in
the Qing Dynasty indicating the begin of the new area. The first recording of the inspection tour to Jidian
had the political symbolism. Accompanied by the sons the emperor could easier to teach his sons. And
the prince could understand the society inspect and learn how the emperor manage the government
affairs. In the different periods the accompaniment had the different meaning. At first the crown prince
accompaniment was to project the throne successor. Then the older prince and the young price began to
accompany. The inspection tour to Jidian had full content including administering the flood of Haihe river
system building many dams to mitigate flood. Shuiwet including hunting and entertainment were
also the content of the inspection tour. The inspection tour to Jidian was to convey the political
characteristics that the emperor was diligent and conscious in serving the people and attached importance
to agriculture and people’s livelihood. So Kangxi was portrayed as the emperor concerned about his county
and people.

Keywords: Emperor Kangxi; Inspection Tour to Jidian; Prince of Emperor Kangxi; Harness

Yongding River; Shuiwet; Zhao Hongxie
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