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Initiation and Continuation:Cao Pi and Liu Xie’ s Studies on
Seven Talented Writers of Jian’ an Period

HU Gen-fa
( Department of Chinese Language and lLiterature, Pelking University, Beifing 100871, China )

Abstract: Cao Pi is an initiator and authority of the study on Seven Talented Writers of Jian’ an Period ,
and his Dianlun LunWen could be considered as a special treatise on these seven writers. Liu Xie also treats
them seriously in his masterpiece Wenxin Diaolong, in which he accepls and carries on the viewpoints
expressed by Cao and frequently quotes and paraphrases the latter’ s comments on these seven writers. Coinei-
dently, both Cao and Liu choose literary forms as the point of breakthrough in their studies, and emphasize the
importance of qi to writers and their works. However, a major difference lies between them is that Lin does
more than Cao in both depth and comprehensiveness, and he provides bountiful and important example
illustrations and additions to Cao’ s comments and viewpoints. Generally speaking, there is something called
intertextuality between their studies, which in fact makes them support and prove each other. Liu himself
wishes to comment systematically numerous works, thus considers Cao’ s Dianlun Lunwen intact but not com-
prehensive enough, in these respects, his study on the seven writers serves not only as a continuation to Cao
but a manifestation of his own ambition.

Key words: Cao Pi; Liu Xie; Seven Talented Writers of Jian’ an Period; Wenxin Diaolong;

Dianlun Lunwen



