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Identity and Criticism: on the Regional Cultural Viewpoint of Students Studying in Japan
in the Late Qing Dynasty
ZHU Fa -jian ZHANG Jing — ping
( School of History and Culture Hunan Normal University Changsha 410081 China)

Abstract: The space isolation and the changes of reference frame caused by studying in Japan not only inspired the na—
tional spirit of students in the late Qing Dynasty but also make their regional consciousness sublimate. Under the guidance of
the idea that one should love and strive for his hometown as the first step of love and strive for his nation the students all em—
phasized that their provinces related to nation closely and hoped their provinces played a leading role in the national move—
ment. As they investigated hometown historical geography and culture as the basic of province self — government a regional
culture fan formatted. On one hand the students studying in Japan approved the regional culture and given it positive value;
on the other hand they reflected and criticized its ingredients which made the regional culture does not adapt the social com—
petition and does not meet the required of self — government alerting compatriots seek innovation. They gave the regional cul—
ture a different character by reassessing its value and redrawing its image.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; students studying in Japan; regional consciousness; cultural image
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