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An Analysis of Cultural Classics
of the Pre-Qin Periods from Marxism Perspective

ZHAO Kui-fu
(College of Chinese Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PROC)

[Abstract] During the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods, there were vying schools of
thoughts, and a multitude of thinkers reflected on various issues related to social development from
different perspectives, such as ethics, morals, rites and legal system. As a result, numerous treatises
came into being, and they have been influencing and inspiring later generations, which contributed to the
formation of Chinese cultural classics. However, Confucianism gained monopoly status under the reign of
Emperor Wu in the Han Dynasty, and the ideology became no longer diverse, leading to the constant
misinterpretations of Confucianism and even the oblivion of other schools originated in the Pre-Qin
Periods. More than half a century failed to witness the interpretations of schools of thoughts from the
perspective of Marxism for historical reasons, which caused the interpretations of the classics either too
simplified or muffled by certain inappropriate labels. Moreover, when they came to compare different
schools, what they focused was not so much on internal differences within a certain school and its
relationships with its counterparts as on external differences among other schools. This paper found that
the following aspects were neglected in the previous studies; Shen Dao and Han Fei were both disciples of
Legalism, but there’s a discrepancy in their ideas. The idea of legal system endorsed by Shen Dao bears a
striking resemblance to that of today, while his thought of Power ( “Shi”) is in line with that of Zhuang
Zi; Among all the schools bloomed in the Pre-Qin Periods, school of Diplomacy received most criticism.
However, its book of Gui Gu Zi served to usher in a new era of psychology and interpersonal relations
studies in ancient China. From religious point of view, Daoism is far from strict and complete, but it is
due to the fact that atheism came into being during earlier times in China and was later embodied in some
important cultural classics.

[Key words] cultural classics; schools of thoughts in the Pre-Qin periods; Daoism; Legalism; School of
Diplomacy; Atheism; Religious Daoism
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