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Evolution of Editorial Ideology, Style and Content in

The Ladies Journal During the May Fourth Movement Period
ZHANG Yanling

Abstract: The Ladies’ Journal was a platform for progressive intellectuals to discuss women’s issues during the May
Fourth Movement period. This article uses content pertaining to women’s liberation in the original publication to
analyze the editorial ideology and characteristics from an editorial perspective. It also summarizes the evolution of the
women’ s liberation thoughts, analyzing the role of The Ladies’ Journal in its publication. From a gender perspective,
it also makes separate analysis on the gender differences of editors, writers and readers. Findings reveal that the
women s liberation thoughts in the Ladies Journal was built and developed by editors, writers and readers altogether,
and being transmitted from men to women. The discussion of women’s issues in the Journal facilitated the forming of
women’s liberation thoughts and the expansion of the women’s liberation roads, promoting the liberation process of
Chinese women.

Key words: the Ladies’ Journal; women’s problem; women’s liberation thought; gender difference; gender

consciousness
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