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On the Teaching Listening of Confucius and Socrates

SONG Li-hua
(School of Education Science, Jilin Normal University, Siping 136000, China)

Abstract: In the history of Chinese and western education, Confucius and Socrates both appeared as

greatl leachers, leaving important influences on the educational practice in later ages. Confucius and Socrates

were both good at listening and listening practice. This paper compares and analyses Confucius and Socrates’

typical teaching fragments and related materials from four dimensions: the listening aims, listening attitude,

the relationship between speaker and listener and the relationship between listening and knowledge. It could

help educators think deeply about some problems in current teaching listening, and give them some important

enlightenment.

Keywords: teaching listening; Confucius; Socrates; comparative; enlightenment



