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Abstract

The UN Climate Change Conference in Warsaw mandated countries to reach an
international climate change agreement in Paris, in 2015, which will come into force
from 2020. It also resulted in the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action ( ADP) that
will form the basis for the ongoing negations. With these important progresses, the
international climate governance has entered a new era of fast development. And as a
part of this development, the 20th Conference of Parties (COP 20) in Lima by the
end of this year is expected to set a solid ground for the draft text of the 2015 new
climate change agreement.

China, as a large developing country, has been actively participating in the
process of international climate governance. It not only demonstrated a constructive
gesture in international climate negotiations, but also took substantial and effective
measures to cut greenhouse gas ( GHG) domestically. However, despite its great
effort, China is confronting an increasing pressure in climate negotiations. The
pressure comes from the fact that China is the 2nd largest economy in the world and
inevitably has a high volume of total GHG emissions. With this, a few countries
questioned China’s role and position in global climate governance. Based on China’s
current stage of economic and social development, it cannot change its inherent
nature as a developing country until it accomplishes industrialisation and urbanisation.
The countries that claimed China should take on as much as responsibilities as
developed countries to cut emissions and provide funding ignored the fact that China
needs to develop to lift more than 1700 million people out of poverty and the people
in China also have historical emission rights. These countries shouldn’t emphasize the
total volume of China’s economy, emissions and trade, and yet choose to ignore
China’s per capita volume of these indicators. There is a huge difference between this
unjust positioning of China’s role and the Conventions’ definition on “developing
country”. And this difference will result in a huge difference in climate responsibilities

and obligations. China’s participation in international climate governance reflects its
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responsibilities and obligations as a developing country. International climate change
agreement should take into account of the different development levels and status quo
of its Parties, as well as showcase the principle of equity. Through China’s Five-Year
Plans and their implementations, China has achieved substantial progress in cutting
GHG emissions, which has been recognized globally. With the respect and
recognition of the international community on China’s right to develop and its
corresponding role as a developing country, China can become more capable to
contribute more for the international climate governance. The first section in the
book, ¢ Positioning and being positioned: China’s role in participating in
international climate negotiations’ , systematically analyses the reasons and meanings of
China’s position as a developing country, and discusses China’s corresponding
responsibilities and obligations from an equity perspective.

In terms of negotiations under the Durban Platform, a few countries believe that
its core outcome is a global mitigation protocol that contains only Parties’ mitigation
target, while there are more countries, in particular developing countries, insist that
negotiations under the Durban Platform should keep balance among different key
issues, which include mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology, transparency and
capacity building. The sincerity and willingness of developed countries to fulfil their
obligations by providing financial and technology supports are the preconditions for
developing countries to take actions on mitigation and adaptation and achieve
mitigation targets. With the efforts of these developing countries, Durban Platform
established different working groups to discuss different key issues. The second section
of this book, ‘ The development of United Nations ( UN ) climate change
negotiations’ , analyses main issues that are discussed under the Durban Platform and
discusses negotiation progresses of different key issues and positions of different
countries and groups. The UN Climate Change Summit that will be held later this
year could be a significant turning point of the global effort in addressing climate
change. It is an important global political mobilization for the 2015 climate change
agreement. Political leaders from different countries including China will attend the
conference and make commitments. The second section of this book will also
introduce the preparations, expected outcome and purpose of this Summit.

International organisations, scientific institutes, and scientists have done a lot of

work to promote the scientific understanding of climate change issues in the
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international community. The assessment reports of [IPCC ( Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change), which employed numerous most recent scientific findings and
evidences, have an overall assessment of global and regional climate change data,
impacts, adaptation, vulnerability, and mitigation. The Fifth IPCC Report released
the reports of the first working group in September, 2013, and then released the
reports of the second and third working groups in March and Apnl, 2014,
respectively. The Report is a significant scientific basis for international community to
understand and address climate change. It will also have an important impact on the
post-2020 climate change negotiation and the UN Climate Change Summit in
September. The third section of this book, ‘Scientific understanding and progress, ’
systematically explains reports of these three working groups and highlights key
conclusions of the reports. It also analyses China’s participation in building the
international climate regime. In addition, this section also introduces IPCC guidelines
for wetland inventories that have been issued in February this year, as well as the
scientific research project, Future Earth.

The Fifth [IPCC Report once again warns the world about the trend of global
warming. It suggests putting a cap on the global GHG capacity, and requires all
countries to curb GHG emissions.

As a big emitter, China’s mitigation target, actions and GHG emission peak
attract global attention. Currently, China is in the process of industrialisation and
urbanisation. And as China moves up the trajectory of economic development, it is
inevitable for the world to witness a gradual growth of China’s GHG emissions. Due
to the unsatisfactory statistic system and calculating methodologies of GHG emissions,
as well as the uncertainty of future economic and social development, many
developing countries, including China, could hardly forecast their post-2020 total
GHG emissions, let alone providing a quantified mitigation objective. As such, the
international community is keeping a close eye on when China will reach its emission
peak and what actions will China take to reach the peak. Based on the experience of
developed countries, there is a close link between emission peak and the level of
development. The fourth section of this book, ‘Emission peak in China’, analyses
the development stage of China and its future trend and discusses the potential
timeframe and scope of China to reach its emission peak. It looks into the trend of

China’s industrialisation, urbanisation, population growth, energy development and
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consumption, and employs a holistic and systematic approach to show the main
factors and developmental trend of China’s GHG emission. It also projects that
emission peak of China may occur between 2025 to 2035.

The fifth section of this book, °Special Research Topics’, introduces the
actions that have been taken globally and domestically to address climate change and
the efforts that have been practiced by research institutions and the public. The special
topics cover; water resource and security, carbon market, land coverage and
utilisation, climate change adaptation strategy, climate change and human health with
environmental synergy, public awareness of climate change, synergy control of GHG
emissions, haze surveillance mechanism and analysis, shale gas development and low
carbon city development.

The last section of this book collects the 2013 data of population, economy,
energy and carbon dioxide emission in main countries, regions and cities, as well as
data of global and Chinese meteorological disaster and loss, which will provide a

reference for the readers.

Keywords: International Climate Governance Process; Positioning and Being

Positioned ; IPCC; Emission Peak
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